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After worship on June 22, my 
family and I got in our rental car 
and made our way to St. Louis, 
Mo., for the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship’s (CBF) annual 
General Assembly. For a couple 
days of the meeting, we were 
excited to be joined by Sara Early 
Jenkins and Zeb Martin, from our 
Thriving Congregations Team.

I have been attending CBF’s 
General Assembly since I was 
employed by CBF in 2011. This 
gathering has always felt like a 
bit of a reunion for me, seeing 
friends, colleagues, and even 
family from around the world, 
who have been such a vital part of 
my story and shaping who I am as 
a person and pastor. This year, I 
actually got to meet with my peer 
group of “young” CBF pastors in 
person for the first time. We’ve 
been meeting virtually for 3-4 
years now, but have never been in 
the same place at the same time. 
Just sitting on lounge chairs at 
the hotel Starbucks and talking 
about life and ministry was an 
abundant blessing.

I also had the privilege of 
attending a few workshops, 
plenary sessions, and other 
gatherings that have provided a 
great deal of food for thought. 
One “Leadership Conversation” 
was led by Ryan Burge, author 
of The Great DeChurching, which 
the Koinonia Sunday School 
Class read recently. His talk was 
entitled: Your Church is Probably 
Not Growing - And That’s Ok. 
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Our Vision
To experience 

and express God’s 
unconditional love.

Our Kingdom 
Mission

To live like 
Jesus Christ by 
unconditionally 

loving all people, 
compassionately 

serving God’s world, 
openly discussing 

issues of faith, 
and intentionally 
inviting others to 
grow with us as 

followers of Christ, 
our Lord and Savior.

Success and 
Thriving in a 

Culture of Scarcity

As you can imagine, I was both 
alarmed and intrigued by such 
a provocative title. Most of our 
articulated and unarticulated 
hopes for our church revolve 
around growth. The session, 
however, was engaging and 
inspiring - offering more hope 
than discouragement, and ways 
to embrace the moment we’re 
living in, rather than always 
thinking of what we lack.

I would love to share insights 
from this presentation and other 
learnings I received at General 
Assembly with you. On Sunday, 
July 13, I invite you to join me in 
the Fellowship Hall during the 
Sunday School hour (beginning at 
9:30 a.m.) for a conversation I’m 
calling “Reflections on Learnings 
from CBF General Assembly.”

I am so excited to see how we 
might learn together in ways 
that will help us to dream of 
the abundance and thriving that 
awaits us in the future - even 
if and when the Church isn’t 
growing the way it seemed to in 
the past.

Grace and Peace,

Monday, June 30
	 1:00 pm	 Youth leave for 
		  Passport Camp

Wednesday, July 2
	 6:00 pm	 Choir Practice

Friday, July 4
	 1:00 pm	 Youth return 	
		  from Passport

Sunday, July 6
	 9:30 am	 Bible Study
	 10:30 am	 Worship with 	
		  Communion

Monday, July 7
	 5:00 pm	 Kids Bowling
	 5:00 pm	 Lydia Greear 	
		  Baptist Mission 	
		  Women dinner 	
		  at Casa Fiesta

Wednesday, July 9
	 6:00 pm	 Choir Practice

Sunday, July 13 
	 9:30 am	 Adult Study led 	
		  by Pastor Emily
	 10:30 am	 Worship

Monday, July 14
	 6:00 pm	 Deacon’s 	
		  Meeting

Wednesday, July 16
	 6:00 pm	  Choir Practice

Sunday, July 20
	 9:30 am	 Bible Study
	 10:30 am	 Worship -
		  Andrea
		  Woolley, 	
		  Preaching

Tuesday, July 22
	10:00 am	 Staff Meeting

Wednesday, July 23
	 6:00 pm	 Choir Practice

Friday, July 25
	 5:00 pm	 Kid’s Night Out

Sunday, July 27
	 9:30 am	 Bible Study
	 10:30 am	 Worship
	 11:45 am	 Business 	
		  Meeting

Wednesday, July 30
	 6:00 pm	  Choir Practice

2025 Ministry Plan	 $509,493.00

Amount Needed Each Week	     $9,798.00

Amount Needed Through May	 $205,758.00

Undesignated Receipts Through May	       		
                                                       $162,722.40 

% of Annual Budget Needed		       40%

% Annual Budget Received		        32%

CURRENT ASSETS

Church Checking Balance	  $220,947.92

Designated Checking Balance	   $83,547.54

Total Current Assets                      $304,495.46
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CONNECTIONS
To Experience & Express God’s Unconditional Love



As we have made our way back to Kentucky for a 
few months, we want to share a heartfelt update of 
growth and gratitude from The Field of Hope.

The library being built in honor of Fran is coming 
together beautifully. The windows are being made 
and will be installed. Very soon it will be a place of 
hope where children and students will gather to read, 
learn, and dream. This library will provide them with 
resources and media they often do not have access to 
in their homes or at school. The knowledge they gain 
through reading and education will empower them to 
succeed in life. 

Our harvest this season has been abundant. We have 
started grinding the maize for our local people. This 
grinding mill was sponsored by generous supporters 
like you. One Monday, we packed 12 bags of ground 
nuts and we’re not done yet. These staples are vital 
to our people, and this harvest will provide food 
security to so many families in our community. 

None of this would have been possible without your 
generous donations and unwavering support for our 
people. You are truly a beacon of hope in a world 
where it seems there is no hope.

In gratitude and hope for your support,

Lonnie and Fran

Zambia

GLOBAL MINISTRIES

DEACON OF THE WEEK

	 7/6/25   Joni Crowe
		     502-229-0624
	 7/13/25  Karen Dungan
		     502-320-1940
	 7/20/25 Mike Hatcher
		     502-875-0321
	 7/27/25 Cathy Thomas
		     502-436-6010

In the first four months of 2025, the Emergency Community Food Pantry was able to:

•	 Fill 604 standard orders.

•	 Distribute 270 immediate response bags.

•	 Distribute 39, 383 meals.

•	 Distribute 3 grocery vouchers to families with children ages 5 or under (27% of orders). Of our standard 
orders, 36% of the meals were for children.

We can only do this with your help. The Food Pantry receives NO government funding. We are funded by 
private donations and grants, and staffed completely by volunteers with administrative help from ROSM. YOU 
make sure that neighbors have food on their tables or in their backpacks. We are so grateful for your support!

Emergency Community Food Pantry

The Deacon of the Week is here 
to support you with any ministry 

needs or to respond to any prayer 
concerns. Please feel free to reach 

out to them any time during the 
week of their service!

UPCOMING EVENTS

New Church Website Coming Soon!
As you may be aware, we have been working on updating all our church communications 
platforms, including our bulletin, newsletters, social media, and website. This month, we 
will launch our new website. The web address will still be the same (www.ibcfrankfort.

com), but the look and feel will be much fresher and more informative! Look out for more 
information to come!

Along with the website, we will be able to offer new online newsletters. If you would like 
to receive electronic updates, please keep your eyes and ears open for information about 

how to do that in the coming weeks as well. 


